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On the Charity Circuit with Society Gal Michelle Levy:

The 10th annual Diwali – A Night to Shine Celebration

UHN Foundation hosted the 10th annual Diwali – A Night to Shine, presented by Scotiabank, in support of Krembil Brain Institute 
and Toronto Rehab at University Health Network (UHN). Held at Beanfield Centre, it was attended by more than 500 guests, and over 
$1.6 million (gross) was raised for life-saving research, medical innovation and patient care at this highly anticipated and exciting event.

Diwali, the namesake of the event, is the South Asian Festival of Lights that celebrates good health, hope, luck and prosperity. This 
year’s theme was An Indian Wedding. Across the many different faiths and cultures of India, celebrations are a spectacle of colour, music 
and festivities – an opportunity to showcase the famous Indian hospitality and abundance. There is no richer representation of Indian 
celebration than the multi-day extravaganza of An Indian Wedding. Guests enjoyed a truly immersive experience with exquisite cuisine, 
live performances, a fashion show, music and dancing. Co-Chair Raj Kothari also held a live auction where he auctioned off four of his 
own stylish jackets, raising another $23,000. Well done!

All event coverage produced by Michelle Levy Productions
Photo credit: George Pimentel

If you have an event you would like to tell us about, please email 
michellelevy@rogers.com.

CHARITY SPOTLIGHT

By Michelle Levy

Michelle Levy is recognized as a leader and innovator 
in media relations, strategic philanthropy and event 
marketing. She is a notable philanthropist and 
continuously active volunteer. She has served on 
a multitude of boards, and is a regular contributor 

to various local and national publications.
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The inaugural ONE LIFE Gala in support of the Princess Margaret Cancer Centre raised over $400,000 for the Magic Castle, a play area for 
children of cancer patients undergoing treatment.

Presented by the CI Assante Wealth Management Circle of Giving Advisors, the sold-out event at the Four Seasons Hotel was attended by over 
300 guests and featured a moving and memorable tribute to seven prominent cancer survivors, including Olivia Chow, Steve Donald, Avery and 
Neville Kirchmann, Michelle Munro, Annie Ramos and Libby Znaimer.

Guests of ONE LIFE Gala were wowed by culinary delights and spectacular performances by leading Canadian artists Annie Ramos, Robert 
Ball, Valerie Stanois and Emily Hau. The host was Nicole Servinis, Live Eye reporter at Breakfast Television and host of the weekly show, Things 
to Know in T.O.

The Princess Margaret Cancer Centre is Canada’s largest and most comprehensive cancer centre, and is one of the top five cancer research 
centres in the world. The Magic Castle is the only program of its kind in an adult cancer centre in Canada and provides childcare to approximately 
1,000 children (12 years old and under) annually.
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